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Electronic Access 
Continues To Expand 


Dr. Ben Franckowiak 
Director of the Libraries 

A recent survey of the 29 public higher 
education libraries showed that UMass 
Lowell has 24 CD-ROMs, more electronic 
databases than any other public higher 
education institution in Massachusetts, 
including UMass Amherst. Thus far, it 
has not been possible to network those 
databases for access on the campus net¬ 
work. Plans are in the works for this net¬ 
working so that we can search the data¬ 
bases from locations outside the libraries. 
The federal IPEDS survey of academic 
libraries has added a section on electron¬ 
ic information sources which showed 
that our library has 982 electronic infor- 

Graduate Student 
Association Funds 
Literature 
Searching 


Marion S. Muskiewicz 
Science Reference Librarian 
Search Services Coordinator 
Lydon Library 

The Graduate Student Association 
(GSA) has set up an account with the 
UMass Lowell Libraries to allow graduate 
students to have computer literature 
searches done on their thesis/dissertation 
topics. Graduate students are eligible for 
$30 of free searching per year.The stu¬ 
dent may do additional searching (up to 
$60 more) and the cost will be shared 
equally between the student and the GSA 
fund. Searching may be done on a thesis 
or dissertation topic only; topics for class 
assignments are excluded. 

A number of important scientific data¬ 
bases are accessible to students. These 
include Chemical Abstracts 1968+, 


mation sources-- mostly CD-ROMS-- 
in its collection. 

The Library Public Access Catalog 
(PAC) is attached to the campus network 
and the Internet. It is possible to dial in 
from off-campus. The NET option (see 
article in this issue) can be used to reach 
selected other libraries around the coun¬ 
try, including the Boston Consortium 
Libraries. The database holdings of the 
Merrimack Valley Library System 
(MVLC) are also available with instruc¬ 
tions on the login screens. The Boston 
Library Consortium union list of 85,000 
serials and Uncover can also be reached 


Compendex (Engineering Index) 1970+, 
and Inspec (Phvsics/EE/Computers) 
1969+, as well as other more specialized 
databases. These scientific databases are 
heavily discounted when used in the 
evening (after 5 p.m.). A complete list of 
these discounted databases is available 
at Lydon Library. A librarian must do 
the search, and answers will be delivered 
within a week. Interested students may 
make search appointments or receive 
further information by asking at the 
Lydon reference desk. Other databases 
may be searched if needed, but many 
are very expensive and students are 
advised to talk to a Reference Librarian 
to be sure all low-cost/free options have 
been exhausted. 

Databases which are already in the 
library (as CD-ROMs) can be used by the 
student at any time; GSA-subsidized 
searching will only be done for periods 
not covered by the in-library databases. 
At Lydon Library, the major database 
available for free searching is 
ABI/Inform, which offers abstracts of 
articles in 900 business journals from 
1987 to the current year. 

Continued on page 6 


through the NET option. Faculty and 
graduate students can submit ILL 
requests on-line and many of these can 
be delivered promptly by courier or by 
the new ARIEL, PC-based document 
delivery system. 

The library is planning to make a dra¬ 
matic move toward the "Electronic 
Library" concept, as well as planning 
with the UMass Libraries, the BLC and 
others to provide greatly expanded elec¬ 
tronic information access for users. If we 
can be of help to you in your quest for 
information, please ask! 


Boston Library 

Consortium 

Membership 


Helen Jones 

Head of Public Services Division 

Since April 1993, the UMass Lowell 
Libraries have been a member of the 
Boston Library Consortium, whose mem¬ 
bers include Boston College, Boston 
Public Library, the State Library of 
Massachusetts, Tufts University, 
Wellesley College, Brandeis University, 
Northeastern University, Boston 
University, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Marine Biological 
LaboratoryAVoods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, and the other four UMass 
universities. 

Lowell’s membership entitles UML fac 
ulty and graduate students to obtain a 
'BLC Card' for on-site borrowing at the 
other libraries. In addition to this on-site 
access, Lowell patrons should get faster 

Continued on page 6 
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Off The Shelf... 
Onto The Net 



Dial-Up 

Access Only 
Gets Better 


John Callahan 
Systems Director 

Over the summer, 
Systems Office installed 
U.S. Robotics 14.4K n^nems. 
These modems offeconnec¬ 
tion at speeds froiwoOO bits 
per second up toM4.4 kilo¬ 
bytes per second, the current 
common standaiB. At six 
"the older 
i modems 
actions 
which are even fasMr than 
available at terminalsthe 
Library itself! And, in 
tion to increased speed, t 
new modem offers important 
error correction in data com¬ 
munications to correct for 
occasional electronic 'bleeps' 
caused by noise on the tele¬ 
phone line. Users should have 
fewer problems with extrane¬ 
ous characters or erratic lines 
of text appearing in their 
communications. 

So set your modem to 
14.4K and give it a try. Here 
are simple instructions to set 
up your communications soft¬ 
ware to connect to LIBVAX: 

1. Set your terminal emula¬ 
tion software to VT200, 8 
data bits, no parity, 1 stop 
bit. Set your modem to a 
speed up to 14.4K. If your 
home modem is no faster 
than 1200 bps, the 
Library's faster modem will 
connect at that lower speed 
automaticallv. 



2. Set your dial parameter to 

dial 508-452-9661. When 
you are connected, tap the 
return key. For Username^ 
enter LIBRAR Y. Noj 
word is ree 

advjfl^f^rorpersonal user- 

Te from WOODS will 
■not work on LIBVAX - use 
LIBRARY instead. 

3. To log out, type the word 
BYE and you will discon¬ 
nect from LIBVAX. 

As always, give the Systems 
Office a call at 934-4570 if 
you have any questions. We 
will try to troubleshoot your 
problem over the phone. 

Cooperation 

BUILDS THE 
ECTRONIC 

Libiury 



John Callahan 
Systems Librarian 


The number of PAC termi¬ 
nals in each Library was dou¬ 
bled last summer from four 
to eight. This doubling of the 
number of screens into the 
online catalog should please 
anyone who has had to wait 
for a free seat on busy days. 
The project was hard work 
and its success is due to the 
cooperation and support of 
the Telecommunications 
Department working closely 
with the Library to make bet¬ 
ter use of the resources avail¬ 
able. 

Due to the Library's limited 
equipment, John Callahan 
approached Ray Vigeant, 


Director of Telecommunications, 
in late June with a proposal 
for expanding the terminals 
lpuses. Ray com¬ 
mitted hls^fepartment to the 
project and Mcked it with a 
contribution of eight 
Honeywell-BiJf terminals. He 
also adcU^r a serviceable 
DE(Lscj^(^2()0 terminal serv- 
Sonnect the terminals to 
le campus network. The 
revised plan allowed for dou¬ 
bling PAC terminals at both 
libraries. 


The number of PAC 
terminals in each 
Library' was doubled 
last summer. 

In July, the Systems Office 
set to work. Douglas Smith 
and Craig Nuttall, student 
assistants, put tables in place, 
unboxed terminals, and ran 
new computer cables to link 
terminals with the server. 
Tliach Nguyen, Campus 
Network Manager, spent a 
long afternoon in July con¬ 
necting the DECserver to the 
campus network. 

In early August, 
communication's John 
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connections ontm^a^r 
telephone switch, clearing the 
jvay for Doug and Craig to 
install terminals in O'Leary. 
More cabling and more termi¬ 
nal setups followed before the 
four new terminals were 
arrayed on the countertop 
between the Reserve and the 
Reference Desks. 

At the start of school Lowell 
had reached its goal, with 
eight PAC terminals at 
Lvdon and eight at O'Leary. 


Library 

menu 


John Callahan 
Systems Librarian 

Those who haven't been in 
the Library lately take a 
minute to check out the new 
expanded menu of choices 
available at the PAC termi¬ 
nals in Lydon and O'Leary 
Libraries. 

PAC 

This is the heart of the elec¬ 
tronic library: the holdings of 
your own libraries. The com¬ 
bined collections of the 
UMass Lowell and Northern 
Essex Community College 
have some 400,000 books and 
3,000 journals. 

Users should always start 
searching for a book or a 
topic of interest by selecting 
PAC. This will indicate what 
is here at Lowell, which 
Library it is in, and if it is 
available. 

NET 

The NET option offers a 
menu of other libraries which 
can be reached via the inter¬ 
net. It is possible to use NET 
to search the holdings of dis¬ 
tant libraries, including the 
UMass collections hel d aL 

Rm?ester.Users may 
also look into the collections 
of the various libraries in the 
Boston Library Consortium 
where they can search the 
online catalogs of institutions 
like MIT, Boston University, 
Tufts, and Brandeis 
University. And because 
UMass Lowell is also a mem¬ 
ber of this Consortium, it is 
possible to go to these nearby 
libraries and borrow books. 
NET opens the world of 
libraries to searching; from a 
terminal anvone can elec- 
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tronically prowl the shelves of 
other valuable collections 
including Harvard's Widener 
Library, Brown University, 
and the University of Maine. 

ILL 

Faculty members or graduate 
students at UMass Lowell, 
can select the ILL option to 
fill out an electronic request 
for a book or journal article. 
The electronic request will be 
spirited to the interlibrary 
loan office's mailbox where 
library staff will read it the 
next working day. The 
desired item can be available- 
wit h in a few days . 

SUG 

How are we doing? We want 
to know, and you can tell us 
electronically by selecting the 
SUG option. We love to hear 
praise but we need to hear 
your criticism if we are to get 
better at serving our patrons. 
So send us your comments 
online. SUG uses simpL 
mail to send your comments 
to the Head o|$^Public 
Services. All uofftments are 
read and hazarded to the 
properg^plons. If you want a 
reri^^Ion't forget to include 
7r e-mail address or tele¬ 
phone number so we can get 
back to you quickly. 

Coming soon... 
a Library Gopher! 

We are working this semes¬ 
ter to build an electronic bul¬ 
letin board for library infor¬ 
mation which we think will 
be valuable to our patrons. 
We will use the popular 
GOPHER software to organize 
topics about our hours, poli¬ 
cies, and programs. We hope 
to include announcements of 
recently received books, CDs, 
and videos, and provide some 
on-line pointers on how to do 
term papers and better use 
the library. 


Government 
Documents 
Available In 
Electronic 
Form 

Government Data Files 
Available at O'Leary 
Library Reference 
Department Promotes 
Economic Development 

Dr. Ronald Karr, 

Reference Librarian 

CD-ROM technology^ 
enables huge data files tg 
placed on disks tha^JWi be 
read by personaLgDniputers. 
The O'L Library 

Referenee^$>epartment has 
co m pu$ 43 # wo rks ta t io ns that 
cnnJ0' used to read, print, 
download these files, 
any of these data sets have 
been gathered by the U.S. 
Government and are avail¬ 
able in government deposito¬ 
ries, such as the O'Leary 
Library. 

The largest of these sets is 
the 1990 Census of 
Population and Housing. 
Other important government 
CD-ROM data sets are partic¬ 
ularly relevant to the 
University's mission of pro¬ 
moting economic develop¬ 
ment. Among the most useful 
are: 

National Trade Data 
Base (NTDB). (Updated 
monthly; latest version at 
Lydon Library Reference 
Department). This base fea¬ 
tures trade promotion and 
international economic data 
drawn from 15 federal agen¬ 
cies. It also contains a direc¬ 
tory of exporters an^ 
importers searchable 
product code. 

U.S. Imports and Exports of 
Merchandise*^Monthly since 
l^Mndth annual summary). 


Commodities are listed by 10- 
digit product codes, number 
of units imported and export¬ 
ed, and value, and can be 
searched by foreign country 
and by U.S. customs districts. 

County Business Patterns. 
(Annual, 1986-1991). This 
data base contains statistics 
on the number of persons 
employed, total payroll, and 
number of establishments for 
each line of business in the 
United States by county. 
Included are construction, 
manufacturing, retail, whole¬ 
sale, services, and all other 
business categories, search- 
abL 


These are only the 
first of what promises 
to be a wide range 
of government infor¬ 
mation that will be 
distributed on CD-ROM. 

Economic Census. (1987; 
1992 being received current¬ 
ly). The Economic Census 
presents a comprehensive 
portrait of American business 
at five-year intervals. The 
data includes for each line of 
business (searchable by S.I.C. 
codes) the numbers of estab¬ 
lishments and size, number of 
employees, sales, payroll, and 
other information, for the 
nation, and for individual 
states, counties, cities, and^ 
even zip codes. 

These are only the fj^t^of 
what promises to hg^?f wide 
range of governiL^^^informa¬ 
tion that will he distributed 
on CD-R^jR: Another source 
of jy^nstical data is the 
ssachusetts Institute for 
^Social and Economic 
Research (MISER). Located at 
UMass Amherst, MISER is the 
official state data center. 


MISER can be reached elec¬ 
tronically via the Internet. To 
get there, GOPHER to 
gopher.umass.edu, then pick 
#11. Research Information, 
then #10. Institutes, then 
#1.MISER. 

Mosaic and 
the University 
Library 


by Mitch Shuldman 
Media Services 

Mosaic is a user friendly 
graphic interface to the other- 
fa c e 1 e s s " I n f o r m a t i o n 
Superjydghway- a.k.a., THE 
INTErMbL! Mosaic and the 
World WidfcWeb (WWW) are 
probably theareason for the 
tremendous gkowth of the 
Internet over tne past year. 
The World Wide Web is a net¬ 
work of information servers 
on the Internet. S 

During 1992 the Web car¬ 
ried about 500 MB of traffic. 
According to NSB^ET, this 
figure grew to 5 IBB by the 
first quarter of 19J3. And in 
February of 199® 10 GB of 
traffic was recorded in a sin¬ 
gle day. Welcome to the won¬ 
derful world of telecommut¬ 
ing traffic 

This yo^ the Computer 
Scienqtf^Department set up 
UMiU^rLowell's Web server 
\vj0n general information 
flout the University. In the 
r Spring of 1995, the University 
Libraries will create their 
direct link to the main Web 
server. Visitors to the Web 
will be able to find out about 
library services, library hours 
and available information 
resources. 

Mosaic can be viewed as a 
window to the world. Mosaic 
is a software application not 
unlike any that users might 
already have on hard drive. 
In this sense, Mosaic simply 
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opens the window. It is a 
means to travel the highway 
by simply clicking your 
mouse on key words or phras¬ 
es that are linked to other 
documents and images any¬ 
where in the world. It is 
almost as easy to travel to 
Switzerland as it is to connect 
to a neighbor. 

The future for Mosaic and 
the Internet in the library is 
two-fold. It is a means for 
people to discover the ser¬ 
vices we offer. But in a larger 
sense it is a connection to the 
world since it is a hop, skip 
and click to all the world's 
resources. 

There are already 
University courses available 
on the Web. The library con¬ 
nection will be up and run¬ 
ning in early Spring 1995. 
There will be a direct connec¬ 
tion from the UML home 
page. In the mean time, the 
address is http://www. 
uml.edu. Mosaic-"Changing as 
Rapid as Time!" Happy surfing. 
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News 


Faculty Can Use 175 
Research Libraries 


Stephanie Serrano 
Co-editor 

A recent upgrade in the 
research classification of the 
University has made it eligi¬ 
ble for membership in the 
Reciprocal Faculty Borrowing 
Program. It is a program of 
the Research Libraries 
Advisory Committee for 
OCLC that grants faculty 
members of participating 
institutions borrowing privi¬ 
leges and on-site access to the 
collections of some of the 
most important research 
libraries in North America. 
At present, there are 175 par¬ 
ticipating institutions, and 
additions are in progress. 

The program applies to fac¬ 
ulty based on the main cam¬ 
pus of the participating insti¬ 
tution. The home institution 
determines who is eligible for 
a Recipricol Faculty 
Borrowing Program card. For 
a list of institutions included, 
check at the Reference desk 
in either library. A card can 
be obtained from Dr. Ben 
Franckowiak, Director of 
Libaries. 

The use of materials owned 
by other institutions is deter¬ 
mined by the policies of the 
lending library. Privileges 
vary among institutions. 
Faculty members who intend 
to use a participating library 
should ask our ILL depart¬ 
ment to check online in the 
OGLG Name-Address 
Directory for the limitations, 
policies and practices apply¬ 
ing to that particular library. 


In order to borrow materi¬ 
als, a faculty member must 
present a Reciprocal Faculty 
Borrowing Program card, 
along with any other identifi¬ 
cation that may be requested. 
Questions on this program, 
should be directed to Dr. 
Franckowiak at O'Leary 
Library on South Campus. 

Interlibrary 
Loan Services 
for Faculty 
and Graduate 
Students 

Marion S. Muskiewicz 
Sci-Tech Reference Librarian 
ILL Coordinator, Lydon 

Graduate students. Faculty 
and staff members may 
obtain material which is not 
available in the UMass Lowell 
library at no charge by using 
the Interlibrarv Loan depart¬ 
ments at O'Leary or Lydon. 
Last year, the two ILL depart¬ 
ments supplied over 4,800 
items to members of the 
University community for 
their research. 

After determining that the 
material is not in the Lowell 
library system by checking 
the Union List of Serials and 
the computer catalog, users 
should go to the ILL office 
which is most convenient and 


fill out a request form for 
each item needed, suppling as 
much information as possible, 
including ISSN or ISBN if it is 
available. It is not necessary 
to identify a library which has 
the book or journal; the ILL 
staff will be sending the 
request to multiple libraries 
and will choose the sources. 
Books are borrowed from 
other libraries for a few 
weeks, while journal articles 
are copied and supplied to 
the requester. This service 
requires time, so those mak¬ 
ing requests should plan 
ahead. If many ILL requests 
are submitted, requestors 
should prioritize them so that 
their most essential material 
can be supplied more quickly. 

Gopies of items received are 
sent directly to offices, stu¬ 
dent or department boxes or 
may be picked up at the ILL 
department where the 
request was made. For 
books, a notice is sent via 
campus mail when the book 
has arrived; we do not send 
ILL books via internal mail. 

If it is inconvenient or 
impossible to come to the 
library to request items on 
ILL, you may use the ILL 
option found on the menu 
screen can be used when 
accessing the collection from 
outside the librarv 

(USERNAMEiLIBRARY). In 
order to use this option, it is 
necessary to input your bor¬ 
rower ID number 
(D()( )()######). 
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UMass/BLC Courier 
Speeds Delivery 

A daily courier service is 
now in place, connecting all 
the UMass libraries and most 
members of the Boston 
Library Consortium (BLC). 
Books from these libraries no 
longer have to be sent 
through the mail, but can 
simply be put in the courier's 
box. This saves on postage 
and handling, and prevents 
loss in the mail. 

There are fax machines at 
both libraries. The material 
is arriving faster. Students 
receiving ILLs should copy 
them rather than depend on 
FAX paper copies. 

A new technology which 
has just been installed at 
Lydon, and will be installed at 
O'Leary in this fiscal year, is 
the ARIEL workstation. This 
workstation, which consists 
of a powerful PC, a laser 
printer, and a scanner, is 
attached directly to the ETH¬ 
ERNET, and has a direct IP 
address. Material is scanned 
and sent directly to the bor¬ 
rowing library via the 
Internet. The articles are 
automatically printed out on 
the borrowing library's print¬ 
er. Both borrower and lender 
must have ARIEL worksta¬ 
tions, and scanning must be 
carefully done so that all text 
is transmitted. Photocopying 
and mailing of articles is elim¬ 
inated. At the present time, 
most of the BLC members 
have ARIEL, as well as 1500 
large academic institutions 
worldwide. 

Those needing material 
within a few days, may find it 
easiest to go directly to a 
library which holds the mate¬ 
rial and photocopy the jour¬ 
nal article or check out the 
book. Since journals generally 
do not circulate, it usually is 
best to go to the library that 
has the journal and photo¬ 
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copy the needed item. If 
books are needed, students 
may obtain a BLC card, 
enabling them to borrow 
from any member library, 
subject to their rules and reg¬ 
ulations. UMass Lowell IDs 
are also accepted at any of 
the public community col¬ 
leges, state colleges and 
UMass under the WILL pro¬ 
gram. Another article in this 
newsletter contains details 
about BLC cards. 

The ILL staff of the 
University Libraries will try 
its best to supply the material 
needed for theses, disserta¬ 
tions, and other research 
needs. Questions about any 
aspect of ILL, should be 
directed to Judith Barnes- 
Long (x3206) at Lydon or 
Marie-Anne Drouin (x4572) 
at O’Leary. 

Art of the 
Draftsman 

Martha Mayo, 

Librarian, Center for Lowell History 

The University of 
Massachusetts Lowell, Center 
for Lowell History, and the 
Lowell National Historical 
Park present “Art of the 
Draftsman,” an exhibition of 
nineteenth century Lowell 
engineering drawings. The 
exhibit is open until April 30 
at the Boott Gallery, Boott 
Cotton Mill Museum (Foot of 
John Street,) from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

During the major 
period of canal construction 
in Lowell, from 1825 to 1848, 
the roles of architect, design¬ 
er, engineer, and draftsman 
were often filled by a single 
man. The relative simplicity 
of the technology meant that 
an intelligent, ambitious, 
hardworking individual—a 
man like James B. Francis, 


Chief Engineer for the 
Proprietors of Locks and 
Canals—could und erstand and 
oversee most aspects of an 
engineering project. The 
pride such men took in their 
work and their close connec¬ 
tion to it — a closeness not 
possible today -- is evidenced 
in the elegance and intimacy 
of their drawings. 

Most of the exhibit pieces 
are presentation drawings. 
Their high finish typifies 
drawings presented to clients 
for project approval. They 
were also used after project 
completion for publication, 
presentation at lectures, or as 
references for maintenance 
and modifications. By the 
mid-nineteenth century an 
entire typology of engineering 
drawings had evolved, ranging 
from small sketches scribbled 
on pieces of paper to elabo¬ 
rate and meticulously colored 
presentation drawings. 
Engineering drawings were, 
and are, relevant to the entire 
cycle of design, construction, 
and evaluation of a project. 

In the early part of the 
nineteenth century most 
engineering drawings were 
produced by engineers or 
craftsmen. Men like James B. 
Francis and Kirk Boott often 
did their own drawing, 
despite their high positions. 
Boott (1790-1837), agent of 
the Merrimack Manufacturing 
Company, was trained in 
engineering and surveying 
while at military school. 
Francis (1815-1892) was the 
Chief Engineer for the 
Proprietors of Locks and 
Canals for more than 40 
years, and began his career as 
a draftsmen with knowledge 
gained largely through experi¬ 
ence. He oversaw many of the 
projects represented by the 
exhibit drawings. 


The drawings are engaging 
because, unlike their contem¬ 
porary cou n terparts , they are 
not reduced to a system of 
lines and measurements. 
Many of the objects are shad¬ 
ed to give a sense of solidity. 
Yet, because they are isolated 
from their normal surround¬ 
ings, they also seem to float, 
accompanied by their plans 
and sections, generating a 
simple, surreal power. They 
depict machines, parts of 
machines and structures sim¬ 
ple enough to be explained 
with realism. Their aesthetic 
appeal is a function of their 
large scale and balanced col¬ 
oring. Although these old 
objects appear clean-cut and 
precise, the artist often could¬ 
n't resist adding a man work¬ 
ing at a desk or waves angrily 
rolling in the Merrimack 
River. These flashes of senti¬ 
ment in relief of rational 
expression underline the fact 
that the unity of thought and 
feeling was not yet broken. 

The exhibit pieces were 
chosen from a total of approx- 
imately 8,000 engineering 
drawings in the Center for 
Lowell History and the Lowell 
National Historical Park col¬ 
lections. We hope engineers, 
artists and other researchers 
will be excited by the rich 
and valuable resources avail¬ 
able at the Center for Lowell 
History and the Lowell 
National Historical Park. 

The exhibit is funded 
through the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell: Public 
Service Grants; U.S. 
Department of Interior, 
Lowell Historic Preservation 
Commission: Cultural Grants; 
and Lowell National 
Historical Park: Exhibit Funds 
(paragraph must be present 
in all media). 
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UMLowell 
Completes 
Regional 
Resource 
Sharing Gl ide 


Patricia Noreau 
Serials Librarian 

NEULS = NORTHEASTERN 
MASSACHUSETTS UNION 
LIST OF SERIALS third edi¬ 
tion, published October, 
1994. This union list was 
made possible by a LSCA 
grant funded by the 
Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners. The 
purpose of the grant is to pro¬ 
mote and facilitate resource 
sharing. With the completion 
of the grant, area libraries will 
have access to more than 
12,000 serials records 
through the OCLC online 
national database. The third 
edition of the printed copy 
includes the addition of 18 
corporate libraries’ holdings, 
as well as holdings from acad¬ 
emic, hospital, law, museum 
and public libraries. 

It is increasingly important 
during a time when the bud¬ 
gets of most libraries are 
being hit hard, both by infla¬ 
tion and budget cuts, that 
access to scarce materials be 
improved both for individuals 
and for corporate users. The 
national on-line database and 
the printed union list provide 
two different vehicles for 
resource sharing by more 
than 100 libraries and serve 
more than two million 
patrons in the Merrimack 
Valley and Essex County 
Area. The national on-line 
database is available through 
the Interlibrary Loan depart¬ 
ment of any library partici¬ 
pating in OCLC online. The 
printed copy of the list is 
available at the reference 


department of all the academ¬ 
ic and public libraries partici¬ 
pating in the grant. 
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interlibrary loan (ILL) service 
from our two ILL depart¬ 
ments, as books are handled 
through a courier service and 
photocopies are often sent 
electronically. 

BLC participation has 
responsibilities also, in addi¬ 
tion to a 820,400 fee. There 
are monthly meetings in 
Boston for the UML library 
staff representatives to sever¬ 
al BLC committees 
Program, Access, Technology, 
Union List of Serials, and 
other ad hoc groups. 
Resource sharing consortia, 
such as the BLC, presume 
that the member institutions 
will continue to make a com¬ 
mitment for collection devel¬ 
opment and materials acqui¬ 
sitions. Lowell has entered 
into a cooperative collection 
development agreement for 
chemistry journals, and may 
participate in other similar 
projects. Such agreements 
define which institutions will 
maintain holdings, so that 
within the Consortium at 
least one library will carry a 
certain periodical title. 

One major BLC project is 
the Union List of Serials — a 
list of all the periodical hold¬ 
ings for the member libraries. 
This electronic database will 
be available on the UMass 
Lowell computer by 
February. Another benefit is 
the BLC Uncover Service 
which can be accessed 
through the 'Net' option 
library computer menu. Any 
individual may browse 85,000 
current periodical titles for 
chosen key words that appear 
in the title. 

For further information on 
the BLC, contact either 
Reference Desk (O'Leary 
x4554, Lydon x3213). 


O’Leary 
Portrait 
Dedicated 
Jan. 8 


Stephanie Serrano, 

Co-editor 

The O’Leary Library is 
proud to display a portrait of 
the late Dr. Daniel II. 
O’Leary, president of Lowell 
State College from 1951 to 
1975. Dr. O’Leary’s widow, 
Marguerite, presented the 
painting at a dedication cere¬ 
mony which took place on 
Jan. 8, at the library. 

During the term of Dr. 
O’Leary’s presidency, UMass 
Lowell underwent two name 
changes. State Teachers 
College at Lowell was 
renamed the Massachusetts 
State College at Lowell which 
eventually became known as 
Lowell State College. Dr. 
O’Leary was responsible for 
much of the building on the 
Lowell State Campus. 

Dr. O’Leary’s accomplish¬ 
ments were highly praised. 
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This database is part of the 
BPO system, offering full text 
printouts of more than half of 
the indexed journals. The 
abstracts may be printed free, 
but articles are cost 20 cents. 
A reusable copy card must be 
used to print articles from the 
BPO (card dispensing 
machines are available in 
both libraries). Dollar value 
may be added to these cards 
at any time, in either dispens¬ 
ing machines or photo¬ 
copiers. 

Another important database 
at Lydon is Compendex, now 
available from 1988 via CD- 
ROM. This database offers 
citations and abstracts from 
more than 7,000 engineering 



Dr Daniel H. OLeary painted 
by Gardener Cox 
December 1997 


During his service, Lowell 
State, a teacher-training insti¬ 
tution, became a liberal arts 
college. Following the 
change, education programs 
gained regional and national 
accreditation. Bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees were offered 
in multiple concentrations as 
the faculty and student body 
continued to grow. O’Leary 
Library was completed in 
1974. 


journals and conference pro¬ 
ceedings. 

At O'Leary Library, there 
are several important CD- 
ROM databases, including 
PsycLit, SocioFile, ERIC, 
Medline, and Nursing. These 
should be searched first. 
Consult a Reference Librarian 
to determine whether an on¬ 
line search will be needed. 

The library hopes that eligi¬ 
ble students will find this ser¬ 
vice helpful in their thesis 
or dissertation research. 
Questions about the 
GSA fund, should be directed 
to Marion Muskiewicz, 
x 3209, or e-mail to; Libvax:: 
muskiewicz. 


Library News Spring 1995 










